Class 9 Theme: The Importance of Accuracy and Following the Rules


										





“Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand; and who can abide the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appeareth?  For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord and offering in righteousness.  Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and as Latter-day Saints, offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness; and let us present in his holy temple, when it is finished, a book containing the records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all acceptation.” 	– D&C 128:24





“The exaltation of our Father's children rests upon the completion of required ordinances, if all are to move forward on the road that leads to immortality and eternal life. The determination of accurate family history records and the work which follows in the temples are basic in this vast undertaking which the Lord has placed upon our shoulders.”  – President Gordon B. Hinckley, General Conference, April 1991





“...As are the records on the earth in relation to your dead, which are truly made out, so also are the records in heaven.  This, therefore, is the sealing and binding power, and in one sense of the work, the keys of the kingdom, which consist in the key of knowledge.  And now my dearly beloved brethren and sisters, let me assure you that these are principles in relation to the dead and the living that cannot be lightly passed over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, as Paul ways concerning the fathers - ‘that they without us cannot be made perfect - neither can we without our dead be made perfect.’  And now, in relation to the baptism for the dead, I will give you another quotation of Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:29: ‘Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?  Why are they then baptized for the dead?’  And again, in connection with this quotation I will give you a quotation from one of the prophets, who had his eye fixed on the restoration of the priesthood, the glories to be revealed in the last days, and in an especial manner this most glorious of all subjects belonging to the everlasting gospel, namely, the baptism for the dead: for Malachi says, last chapter, verse 5th and 6th; ‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.’”   D&C 128:14 - 17





Of all the people in the world, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have reason to be more accurate in their genealogical research than anyone else. This is a matter of eternal significance for us, not just a hobby . . .  Why would the church spend so much effort, time, money and resources on filming the records of the world and providing the Family History Library if we do not need to do research?





Assignments


1. Bring your PAF disk and a photo to scan.


2. Write your story or make a scrapbook and bring what you have to share. 


3. If you have names ready, then take a submission disk to the temple and do the work.


4. Record ordinances as completed.








Discussion/Theory





The two ways we turn our hearts - do temple work and learn and pass on the stories. Spirit of the law.





Writing the stories.


Your family history is incomplete if all you have done is spend countless hours finding genealogical documents, dutifully recording the information on your charts and forms, or entering the data into a computer. Even to completing the Temple ordinances. That is an accomplishment, of course, but all you have left for your descendants is a couple of file cabinets and notebooks full of charts and forms. What do yo think they’ll do with it when you die? I imagine they’ll have a lovely bonfire. Obviously you cannot write or compile a book on every family line you research. You will have to pick the ones that are nearest and dearest to you.�





It is possible to write an article about an ancestor. The length will depend on the amount of information you discover during your research. The amount of pages is not important but telling your family about the life of an ancestor is. Using your research log, and timeline you can quickly put together an interesting story. Historical research is a fairly easy matter using the internet and soon you can produce a story of not only the life but the times of your ancestor.





Teaching our children to know and love their ancestors.


Ancestors become real people when we teach our families about them. Even though you may never have known them you can still assemble interesting information and produce a good story. Even more fun is when you invite the children to help gather the information.








�The Genealogy Sourcebook. Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CGRS, FASG. Comtemporary Books: Chicago, 1997. 209.








