The Keys of Elijah

Handout 3

On April 3, 1836, in the Kirkland Temple, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery received several heavenly visitations.  The Lord Jehovah appeared and accepted the Kirkland Temple as his house.  Moses and Elias came and committed their keys and dispensations.  But this was not all. In D&C, section 110, beginning with verse 13, we read:

“After this vision had closed, another great and glorious vision burst upon us; for Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven without tasting death, stood before us, and said:

Behold, the time has fully come, which was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi – testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent, before the great and dreadful day of the Lord come – to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten with a curse –

Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are committed into your hands; and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.” (D&C 110: 13-16)

Note: See also D&C 2, where the coming of Elijah was promised to Joseph Smith in 1823 by the prophet Moroni.
Joseph Fielding Smith wrote, “Why would the earth be wasted (or smitten with a curse)? Simply because if there is not a welding link between the father and the children, which is the work for the dead, then we will all stand rejected; the whole work of God will fail and be utterly wasted.  Such a condition of course shall not be” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:122)

Quoting Elder Boyd K. Packer, The Holy Temple:

“Before the year of 1836 there was little, if any research being made anywhere in behalf of the dead.  There were no genealogical organizations, no genealogical researches of any systematic character anywhere in the world -

“Since that day genealogical societies have sprung up in practically every country.  The Spirit did take hold of the people, no only in the church, but also outside the church.  From that very day, 3 April 1836, the hearts of the children began to turn to their fathers!”

