THE IMPORTANCE OF GENEALOGY
Handout 4
Quoting from Elder Joseph F. Smith, Jr., Conference Report, April 1912:

“I have read unto you that the worth of souls is great in the sight of our Heavenly Father; and that our mission to the world is one calling them unto repentance.  

We call upon mankind to receive the Savior, to accept Jesus as the Redeemer of the world, to believe in His gospel as it has been revealed anew, with the same ordinances, the same powers and privileges which were taught by the Master and made manifest during His ministry in the earth.

This does not mean that salvation is confined solely unto those who hear the preaching of the gospel among the nations of the earth, for our Father in Heaven shall save all the workmanship of His hands on these conditions which have been made, whether they be living, or whether they be dead.

Our mission is two-fold:
· To save all the living who will believe, and to warn all who reject the truth that they may be left without excuse.

· To redeem the dead from their sins, or at least put the means within their hands, which were denied them in this life and of which they can partake in the spirit, that they also might receive salvation as well as we.

The Lord has established among us temples where ordinances for the dead may be performed and has empowered us that we might become saviors on Mt. Zion, and assist in our weak way in redeeming those who have died without a knowledge of the truth, or without the privilege of accepting it while they lived on the earth.  

This is in fact the greatest responsibility that has been placed upon us.”
President Howard W. Hunter, March 1995 Ensign:
Brothers and sisters, this work must hasten!  The work to be done is staggering!  In 1994, ordinance work was done for only 5 ½ million people, but 50 million people died!

The Prophet Joseph “Smith stated, “The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead” (History of the Church, 6:313).  He also stated: “This doctrine was the burden of the scriptures.  Those saints, who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do it at the peril of their own salvation!” (Ibid, 4:426)
