Week 4. Deleting and Disputing

As explained previously, you can only change information that you have submitted yourself, to AF, PRF, by gedcom or by direct entry. Membership records and ordinance records are “owned” by the Church, and cannot be changed by individuals. This applies if you have submitted work for ordinances yourself. Once the ordinances are done, the data becomes the property of the Church, and can only be changed by Headquarters. Nor can you change an individual’s gender, as this affects the ordinances. There is now a process for requesting a correction of an incorrect gender — refer to Document ID: 101995 in the Help Centre.
It is a good idea to claim ownership of your submissions, under the Legacy Link procedure, so that you can change information if necessary.

Legacy Link  - How to claim information I contributed before new FamilySearch was available 

1.
Find the information that you contributed, and find where the contributors are listed. E.g. In 
the family pedigree, click on the name of an individual that you contributed.


In the details page, click the Individual Details button.

2. 
In the Individual Details view, click the contributor’s name that is yours, or click the Multiple 
link. Then click the contributor’s name.

3. 
Click the Declare This Legacy Contributor as Yourself link.


Note: If your user profile does not give your email address, enter one in the field provided so 
you can receive notification about your claim.

4.
 In the Comments field, identify yourself. Give any name changes or former addresses so the 
administrator can identify you as the earlier contributor.

5. 
Click the Submit Request button.

6. 
If the administrator decides that you are the original contributor, your name will be listed as the 
contributor. Sometimes a request to claim Legacy Link will be refused. You can appeal if you 
think you have the right.

Use Disputes Sparingly

A dispute can be placed by anyone who did not submit the information. Just because a person is listed as Isaac, and I.J. Cook, and Isaac Cook and Isaac John Cook, and Issac J. Cook doesn’t mean you dispute every entry but the correct full name. Each incomplete or wrong spelling exists in someone’s files and having them all retained may help prevent duplicated temple work when someone tries to submit yet again. Errors in names, dates and places do not affect the validity of the ordinances.

a.
Consider collaborating with the submitter of the info with whom you disagree.

b.
Dispute dates and places when they are known errors -or- consider adding another opinion.

c.
Consider disputing a RELATIONSHIP rather than a PERSON, e.g., dispute the marriage 
relationship (to a 
“wrong” spouse) or the parent-child relationship (if one or both of the parents 
are wrong).

d.
Only dispute the existence of a PERSON if you know, for a certainty, that the person did not 
exist at all, even if associated with the wrong family.

e.
If you are considering disputing a person, it may be helpful to look at the combined records and


separating some records if a wrong person has been combined with the person in question.


When something looks very strange, it usually is. An example: we had a person with a variety


of birth dates. Some around 1737 and others around 1791. She also had two husbands, one


born in 1735 and one in 1789. The inclination was to dispute the wrong information, but then


we looked at the combined names (there were 75) we found that by separating out the


thirteen that were born in 1791 and married to the other husband, we were able to separate


the two people and clean up both problems.

When should I Place a Dispute?

1. If you are disputing only a particular piece of information, Click Edit, and add your own opinion or dispute the existing opinion. Often both are necessary. However, if you are the one who submitted the record and you have claimed the Legacy Link, you may edit the information directly.

2. If you are disputing only the relationship between one person and another, go to the Parents and Siblings screen, click the 
3. If you believe that the person never existed, you may dispute the whole person. Be careful with this option. Usually a record is valid, but may be connected incorrectly, or contain incorrect information (such as in the above two options). You should be certain that the person never existed before you dispute the whole person, or combine with another sibling.  

 Placing a Dispute

In the following record, Charles Samuel Grigg is a phantom. He never existed.
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On the left hand side of his name is the edit symbol [image: image2.jpg]


, which gives you several options. These are:




Delete or dispute individual




Dispute relationship to father




Dispute relationship to mother




Combine with other siblings


I can choose “Delete or dispute individual”, but I cannot delete him, as I did not contribute the information. A dispute would place a line through him, and the [image: image3.jpg]


dispute symbol. (Note the disputed marriage date of the parents). I then have to wait for the contributor, who may be deceased, to check his research and remove the person. Or I can choose “Combine with other siblings” and combine him with one of the children so that he does not show up at all.
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