Week 1. AN INTRODUCTION TO NEW FAMILY SEARCH

1. What Does New FamilySearch (nFS) Contain?

New Family Search consists of:

Church Membership Records

Temple Records (IGI)

Pedigree Resource File Submissions (PRF)

Ancestral File Submissions (AF)

Gedcoms uploaded by members

Data added directly to the database

All submissions will be kept. You choose the one you want displayed.
2. Views

You can choose to view your ancestors in one of three ways:

Family Pedigree

Family Pedigree with Details

Family Group Sheet

You can select the view you want permanently, by going to Change View and clicking the Select Default View link. Your preferred view will appear each time you open nFS.

The highlighted person is the active name. In Personal Ancestral File (PAF), the person you have chosen is highlighted in a blue rectangle. In nFS, that person’s name appears in larger, heavier font. Make sure that you have the person you want highlighted before you make any changes. 

3. Options

These appear down the left hand side of an individual’s window.

Summary

Lists all of the data that has been contributed to new Family Search (nFS). From this page you can choose which information you want displayed on your pedigree.

Details

Shows dates and places of births, marriage(s) and death as submitted.

LDS Ordinances

May give date and Temple, Completed, In Progress or Ready.

For the nFS, the minimum requirements for a temple submission for a deceased individual are a person's name, gender, and his or her relationship to another person. They must also have been deceased for at least one year. No dates or places are needed.

These requirements have changed from being name, gender, and place and date of an event.
Time Line

This lays out the vital events in the individual’s life chronologically.
Map

Provided by Google, depends on the accuracy of the locality that you have entered.

Parents and Siblings

Shows the individual as a child of parents, and their siblings in chronological order.

Spouses and Children

Shows the spouse(s) and children as a family unit.

Possible Duplicates

May display duplicates found in the system, or you will have to click on the link that asks you to look for further duplicates. Up to 85 names can be combined; after that the system times out. The engineers are working on resolving this.

3.  Combine the Duplicates

In the old FamilySearch (IGI), these databases were separate, and you could not see who had submitted Temple Work, only contributors to PRF and AF. Of course, with all the databases being combined, duplicates have been created. nFS has combined some, but you will have to combine others. nFS will not combine records unless they are identical. You will have to tell it to do that.

Working with nFS is like making a cake. You take the ingredients (Individuals), and combine them into a mixture (Family). You wouldn’t place all the ingredients in a cake tin, put them in the oven, and expect to have a cake at the end. Nor would you toss a few pistons, rings, valves, etc under the bonnet of your car and expect to have a functioning engine. Everything needs to be properly combined to produce the desired end result.
4. New FamilySearch is Different to PAF

We are all used to having PAF on a computer as a separate database and working in isolation from others. For the first time, in nFS, you can see all contributors – if they have given permission for their work to be shared. If you can contact them, you may share and enhance each other’s information. You may also correct wrong information. For the first time ever, we are working on one great family tree of humanity. In PAF, you can delete, merge, add and correct instantaneously, but in nFS you can only change data if you are the submitter. If not, you can place a dispute on data to show that you think it is incorrect. Your privacy is protected – you are the only person who can see living information pertaining to you or your family members. The names of living people appear in italics, those of the dead are in normal font.

5. “Missing” Ordinances

Unless all duplicates containing the Temple ordinances are combined, some names will show the ordinances are “Ready”, even though the ordinances have been done. You need to search for duplicates and combine them, and the ordinances will appear.

6. Icons Used

	Icon
	Name
	Description

	
	Male or Female
	These symbols indicate the gender of an individual.

	[image: image1.jpg]



	Ordinances completed - Note: Temple icons do not show for Living
	This symbol indicates that all ordinances for this individual and his or her family are completed, not needed, or in the process of being done.
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	Ordinances Needed
	This symbol indicates that at least one individual in the family has ordinances that need to be done. Click icon or Ready link to reserve the ordinances for the individual and his or her family.

	[image: image3.png]



	Ordinances May Be Needed
	Click this symbol to see ordinances that are in the process of being done by you or others.
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	Other Spouses
	Click this symbol to see other spouses for an individual. This button appears when the individual is only in the main position.
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	Other Parents
	Click this symbol to see other sets of parents for an individual.
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	Options Menu
	Click this symbol to see a menu of actions you can perform, such as deleting, combining, or correcting relationships.
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	Move to Main Position
	Click this symbol to move an individual to the main position on the family pedigree.
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	Dispute
	Click this symbol to see information that is disputed. Someone thinks this information is incorrect.
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	E-mail
	Click this symbol to e-mail the contributor of the information, using your default e-mail program.


HELP

Apart from the Help Centre in new FamilySearch itself, each page has a link that offers Help with this page. Use it.

If this does not answer your questions, help is available for those who need the “human touch”. If you like to send email, you can click on the Feedback link on each page, and send a question to support@familysearch.org and we will try to give you an answer within 24 hours. If you would rather speak to someone, call Global Support on 1866-406-1830, open 24/7, or Australian Support on 1800-083-293. These calls are free.
