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2. Who Is My Family?

(We begin with ourselves)

A family group sheet outlines a family’s data.  Get out your pedigree chart. The ultimate goal is to have a family group sheet completed for each couple that’s shown, but it’s a long-term goal for many of us.  We begin with ourselves again.  If you are single, begin one for your parents, brothers, and sisters. If you are married, begin with you and your spouse and children.

Objective:
Each family member will fill out a family group sheet, beginning with himself or herself as explained.  Family members will assist each other to find the information they don’t know. This may be extended to each couple on the pedigree chart over time, or as is needed. Choose an activity suited to your family. Prayerfully begin to search for documents that support your information.

Definitions:
A pedigree chart is a form that shows who your ancestors are.

An ancestor is someone, like a parent or grandparent, who is in your direct family line, who lived before you did.

A family group sheet lists the data for a single family.

Documentation means listing the source for information, such as a birth certificate.

Materials needed:

_
How Do I Start My Family History? Document 32916 from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (See your ward Family History Coordinator)

_
A blank family group sheet for each family member

_
Documents and information available in your home

_
A list of contact names, addresses, and phone numbers and paper to make assignments as needed.

_
Pencils, folders or notebooks

_
Special variations or helps as needed
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Faith in God (FIG),


_
Duty to God (DTG),

_
Young Women in Excellence (YWE)

Planning for Activities:
_
Read the “How do I start” document in advance.

_
Prayerfully consider each family member’s needs and abilities before selecting an activity.

_
Gather such information as is available in the home ahead of time.

_
Plan or assign out appropriate songs, treats, prayers and conducting, or let another family member do it.

Possible Activities:

_
Each family member fills out a family group sheet after learning what it is, using the sources from home, such as birth certificates.

_
Children who do not read or write may enjoy making a mobile of their family.  Using a coat hanger, suspend a copied picture of each parent with birth date and place listed.  Join the parents with a string or wire.  Hang similar pictures of each child below the parents.  (Feeling brave? Try three generations.)

_
Do an “I Remember When” as you fill out the information. Retell the story about a child’s birth, baptism, or other event. Re-tell what you know of your own. Allow children to share their memories of these special times. If grandparents live nearby, invite them in to share this evening. (Have a tape recorder running!)

_
As you fill in the fgs for families from the pedigree, family members tell a little incident or bit of information about each one that they can. Remember, some of these names may be new to your children. The lady they know and love as Grandma Smith may actually be entered as Elisabeth Jane Schopp.

_
If you have a computer and a genealogical program, older families may prefer to enter the information into the computer, each person taking turns.  Save your file and back it up to a disk. Or you may wish to make an outing to your local family history library with your family to do this while other family members check sources for more information.  Give each member a printout.

_
If your program prints a variety of family history sheets, try some variations.  There are also printed ones available at some bookstores. 

_
You may wish to do a photographic family group sheet. Copy or scan family photos for the faces.  This may also be done in some computer programs. If you did this for your pedigree, some are already available.

_
Each member should save the family group sheet in a special folder or notebook.  Keep the papers in a handy place where they are safe but easy to get to. Make care of documents a part of the process.

_
Empty spaces?  Perhaps family members can take the assignment of making a phone call or writing a letter or email to an extended family member like a grandparent, cousin, or aunt to find out where to go next.  Perhaps your ancestor’s information is online at www.familysearch.org or a similar Internet source. Looking can be someone’s assignment.  For long-term strategies, contact your ward Family History Coordinator for help.  Continue adding to the chart at further Family Home Evenings as your family discovers its information.  Don’t be discouraged if all the spaces can’t be filled in right away. It’s okay.  Remember, Family History and genealogical research is a lifetime program.

_
Continue organizing younger families around a theme of detectives, scouts, archaeologists, miners, etc. 

