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5. An Ancestor’s History
(Recording another’s life)

If your ancestor did not write a biography of his or her life, and someone else has not already written one, you may wish to put together a summary for your family.  Putting the information into a narrative makes that ancestor come alive and be more than just statistics on the page.  Here=s a chance to really get acquainted.

Objective:
The family collaborates on gathering information and data to include in the biography.  They assist each other with planning, writing, and publishing the final story. Prayerfully select an activity or activities that meets your family=s current needs.

Definitions:
A Life History or Biography is a short narrative containing the relevant information, happenings, and incidents of someone=s life. The tone may vary from serious to humorous.  Some histories are broken into different forms of writing, such as poetry, essays, vignettes, or stories. A testimony is an important part of a history.
Materials needed:


How Do I Start My Family History? Document 32916 from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (See your ward Family History Coordinator)


A journal, spiral notebook, or binder paper for each person.


Examples of life stories of ancestors, if available.


Pencils, folders or notebooks


A notebook, file, or binder with relevant documents


Tape or videocassettes


Special variations or helps as needed
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Faith in God (FIG),



Duty to God (DTG),


Young Women in Excellence (YWE)

Planning for Activities:

Read the A How do I start@ document in advance.


Prayerfully consider each family member=s needs and abilities before selecting an activity.


Gather such information as is available in the home ahead of time.


Plan or assign out appropriate songs, treats, prayers and conducting, or let another family member do it.

Possible Activities:


Using the data from the pedigree and family group sheets, journals, letters, and other documents gathered, discuss what should be included in the ancestor=s biography. If the person is deceased but the family knew him or her, begin by discussing favorite memories. Let a tape recorder run while you are doing so.


Children who do not read or write may enjoy tape recording or videotaping a part of the biography and playing it back. Children may also enjoy drawing a picture of an event in their ancestor=s life.


If the subject is still alive, children and parents can visit with him or her and take notes or tape record the interview.  


Another way to get into a biography is to draw out a personal timeline for your ancestor.  Graph out the years of your life and plot in the events along the way. Remember an important event from the news? Add it to the timeline. Someone=s assignment may be to research some quick information about an historical event to include.


Someone may need to write to another family member, church, or government agency for a copy of a document to include. For example, if you are a direct descendent, you are entitled to a copy of a patriarchal blessing for that individual. These can be ordered from the church for a small fee.  Copies of certificates, Bible pages, naturalization papers, deeds, etc., are all interesting and fun to include.


Sometimes a special photograph will call back a memory of an event. Use the family photo album or scrapbook to trigger ideas. If you are able, you may wish to have a family member scan a special photograph to include in the biography.


If you are fortunate enough to have a written copy of an ancestor=s biography or autobiography, share it or share a brief sketch of a prophet or general authority as an example.


Consider typing your history or short pieces onto the computer for easier revision and reprinting. You may wish to insert a picture or several pictures. Add a mini history to the Notes section of each person=s file on a family history computer program.


Write an existing history into a play and perform it as a reader=s theater with your family.


A family member familiar with PowerPoint may wish to design the information into a presentation and burn it to a CD for sharing.


Consider making a combined booklet or notebook of each family member=s history as a holiday present. 


Each member should save a copy of the writing in a special folder or notebook.  Keep the papers in a handy place where they are safe but easy to get to. Make care of documents a part of the process.


If you know someone in your extended family who may have copies of other ancestral biographies or autobiographies, assign someone to contact them and report back.


You may wish to allow more than one evening for this activity.


Continue organizing younger families around a theme of detectives, scouts, archaeologists, miners, etc. 

