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8. A Sacred Duty

(Vicarious work for deceased family members)

The ultimate goal of all family history work is to provide names to the temples for the vicarious work for the dead.  If your family history study has discovered names that need to be cleared and have this work done, organizing it though a Family Home Evening makes for a particularly compelling and spiritually rewarding experience.

Objective:
The family will identify any ancestors whose vicarious work in the temple needs to be completed, and either perform or have that work completed. Prayerfully consider which lessons may be of most benefit to your family.

Definitions:
Among Latter-day Saints, the temple is the house of God wherein sacred ordinances are performed, both for the living and by proxy for deceased ancestors.

Materials needed:


How Do I Start My Family History? Document 32916 from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (See your ward Family History Coordinator)


A journal, spiral notebook, or binder paper for each person.


Examples of life stories of ancestors, if available.


Pencils, folders or notebooks


A notebook, file, or binder with relevant documents


Tape or videocassettes


Special variations or helps as needed
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
Duty to God (DTG),


Young Women in Excellence (YWE)

Planning for Activities:

Read the A How do I start@ document in advance.


Prayerfully consider each family member=s needs and abilities before selecting an activity.


Gather such information as is available in the home ahead of time.


Plan or assign out appropriate songs, treats, prayers and conducting, or let another family member do it.

Possible Activities:


Using the scriptures and other church materials provided, give the family a lesson on temples and the vicarious work for the dead. Use your Topical Guide to the Scriptures and consult your ward family history coordinator or priesthood leaders for materials and assistance.


Parents or youth should either have completed the basic family history course in Sunday school or met with the family history consultant to learn the particulars of submitting names to the temple.  Check the IGI online and through the TempleReady program to determine if an ancestor=s work has previously been completed. If not, clear the name and submit it to the temple to begin. This can be an ongoing project.


If your work has not turned up names of your own at this point, assisting someone else with their work may be needed.  Is there someone in the ward who needs help putting the data into the family history computer program?  Is there someone in the ward who needs assistance with proxy baptisms or other temple service?  


Children of the appropriate age and also adults can assist at a ward temple baptism assignment.  After the assignment, in family home evening, discuss the experience.


Parents can perform additional proxy temple ordinances for their own ancestors and as a service to others.  Again, follow up the experience by relating your feelings and impressions to the family in a family home evening or testimony bearing time.


Record the dates of any ordinance work done for your family in your computer program or on your printed sheets and keep the cards in a special file. 


Make a library date at the family history library to continue to research a line as a family.  Write letters to others working on your lines to share and collaborate.  As appropriate, continue to submit names and do the vicarious temple work for each name you discover. Make these plans, discuss strategies, pray and bear testimony for this work.


You may wish to allow more than one evening for this activity.


Continue organizing younger families around a theme of detectives, scouts, archaeologists, miners, etc. 

